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theirs; with no other feeling than that, every man is my care, if he be in distress. For myself I ask nothing, but I do request your kindness to aid this youth in the promotion of his future prospects. And it will afford me great pleasure to reciprocate any kindness you can show him. Pardon my frankness ; but I address a soldier. Your ob'd't se'v't,             JOHN ALLAJ*.
THE HON'BLE JOHN H. EATON, Sec'y of War, Washington City.
The coldness of feeling with which Mr. Allan here classes the boy he had brought up almost from infancy with the objects of his general charity nifght lead one to believe that possibly he did not intend to make Poe his heir, but on the contrary thought to be honorably rid of the burden of further patronage by having paid a sum of money for a substitute in the army, and helping to open a career for his protege" in his self-chosen profession. Such a letter must have been galling to Poe's pride. He presented it with the others to the Secretary of War in person.
On this journey to Washington he made the closer acquaintance of his blood relations in Baltimore, where, pending his appointment as a cadet, he now determined to publish his second volume of poems, the fruit of his leisure in the army. He also entered into some obscure relations with William Gwynn, Esq., then editor of the " Federal Gazette and Baltimore Daily Advertiser," and showed him. the manuscript of " Al Aaraaf," which was de-n, an active interest to promotee is no record of this furlough.
